
The project is designed to
carry traffic around the Evans
Government Center and to
provide an alternative route
which avoids the four way stop
at Evans-to-Locks Road and
North Belair Road.  The
corridor will be signalized to

allow traffic movements from the old North Belair Road and old
Industrial Park Drive sections.

Volume 21, February 2006

Endless Opportunities
ONCE UPON A TIME…..IN COLUMBIA COUNTY or, more
appropriately,   WHAT A NIGHT IN COLUMBIA COUNTY!!”

Almost four hundred people joined the County Commission on January 21, 2006, for a fund raising “GALA” for
the new Columbia County Library and Performing Arts
Center.  In addition to the presence of all Commissioners and
their spouses, we welcomed Congressman Charlie Norwood
and his wife Gloria, Rep. Ben Harbin and his wife Hope,
Sen. Jim Whitehead and his wife Peggy, and a host of
community leaders.  There was a preview of future events
with performances by the Columbia County Ballet, vocal

ensembles, woodwind quartets, harpist Nell Morris, choruses, solo guitar and
saxophone, and many others.  Even Mark Twain dropped by to offer his wisdom and
humor.  The abundant array of food made the evening of entertainment and
fellowship wonderful and, I am sure, the first of many such occasions.

The opening of this tremendous facility in March will add an asset to the County not
seen in many years.  Including the new 700-seat amphitheater and the coffee shop,
this area will be a focal point for the entire County and add meeting and conference
space not presently available as well as an additional playground for the children,
walking paths, and a memorial garden.  We remain hopeful that Laura Bush will join
us for a dedication service in the spring.  For more “Gala” information, see back page.

ONE MORE TIME…ROAD PROJECT UPDATE 

•Fury’s Ferry Road: The latest from DOT is that the project will be completed by May 1st.  Yes, I did ask, “This year?” 

•Washington and Gibbs Roads intersection:  Project is under construction with completion expected by early fall including turn lanes and red light.

•Washington and Hardy McManus Roads intersection: Project is under construction with completion in late summer.  New turn lanes but no red light.

•Washington and Hallali Farm Roads:  Preliminary plans are being finalized by DOT.  The County has made a “rush” request to DOT.
The project includes slight realignment, turn lanes, and a red light. (Sorry, I should be calling those devices “signals”.)

•Belair Connector to Industrial Park Drive:  Project is under construction with completion by early winter.  Project includes turn lanes 
and two new signals.

•Resurfacing of Hereford Farm and Cox Roads:  Bids to be received on February 8, 2006, with construction shortly thereafter.  
Completion is to be by mid-spring.  Thanks to Harold Lindenkohl and DOT for this special fund appropriation.

•Connector road from Greenbrier High School to Washington Road:  Awaiting final intersection approval from DOT with bids and 
construction to follow immediately.

Each year Columbia County applies to GDOT for road assistance in the LARP (i.e,Local Assistance Resurfacing Program).  This year, we
received 5.60 miles of resurfacing money totaling $336,000.  For a list of these roads and also those currently on our paving schedule, please
call the County Road Construction office at 447-7600.

You have all noticed the beginning of construction on Davis Road and Interstate 20.  More dust and delays, but I guess this is the price of
progress and improvement.

Ron C. Cross

By Ron C. Cross
Board of Commission Chairman

SPLOST Projects - North Belair Road Connector
Columbia County has
contracted to construct a $1.5
million road to connect North
Belair Road to Industrial Park
Drive and to widen Industrial
Park Drive to three lanes to
Washington Road.  The Special
Purpose Local Option Sales

Tax (SPLOST) portion of this funding will be $1,255,550. 

The main area of the library was featured during the
“Gala”. Bookshelving and furniture are arriving daily for

this new facility which will open in March.

”



In an effort to purchase an expensive
item for the new Performing Arts
Center without the use of SPLOST
or property tax funds, the County
held a fund-raising gala on January
21st.   An array of
entertainment was provided by
19 different performers and
groups, and 395 citizens
attended.  Approximately
$29,000 was raised from the
event to go toward the purchase
of a grand piano.

www.columbiacountyga.gov

Keep Columbia County Beautiful Recycling Information

Library & Performing
Arts Center Gala...

Keep Columbia County Beautiful (KCCB) is dedicated to preserving the natural beauty and environment of our community.  The
projects of the committee include: Adopt-a-Road, Adopt-a-Stream, beautification projects, Point of Pride Awards, litter reduction,
recycling, and events such as The Great American Clean Up, Arbor Day, Earth Day, and Bring One for the Chipper.

KCCB encourages the citizens of Columbia County to support our recycling efforts.  Below is a list of drop-off sites:  

Recycling bins for newspapers and magazines:
• Marvin United Methodist Church - Wheeler Road
• Augusta First Church & School - Wheeler Road
• Wesley United Methodist Church - North Belair Road
• Elementary Schools - Belair, Brookwood, Evans, Greenbrier, 

Lewiston, North Columbia, North Harlem, Riverside, South Columbia, 
North Columbia, and Stevens Creek

Aluminum cans are collected for burn victims at the following locations:
• Martinez Fire Department Station #2 - Gibbs Road, #3 - Fury’s Ferry, #4 - Oakley Pirkle, and #6 - William Few Parkway
• Fitness Plus Exercise Equipment (corner of Davis Road and Washington Road)
• Grovetown Public Safety and Fire Station

Commercial Recycling Centers:
Paper Stock Dealers, Inc. (706) 733-7757
1525 Government Street Augusta
All types of papers, cardboard, plastics

Smurfit - Stone Corp. (706) 722-9603
1311 Walker Street Augusta
Aluminum cans, cardboard, paper and newspaper

Augusta-North Augusta (706) 441-4242
Regional Material Recovery Center
101 Clay Pit Road North Augusta, SC
#1 and #2 plastics (drink bottles, milk), clear,
brown, and green glass food/beverage containers,
and steel/aluminum

Cell Phone Recycling:
• Columbia County Community & Leisure Services

- Gov’t Center, Bld B (Ronald Reagan Dr)
• Savannah Rapids Pavilion - Evans-to-Locks Road
• Cingular Wireless - 3830 Washington Rd
• Radio Shack - 4465 Washington Rd
• Staples - 246 Robert C. Daniel Pkwy

Inkjet Cartridges Recycling:
• Office Max - 596 Bobby Jones Expwy

HP, Dell and Lexmark only
• Office Depot - 3675 Walton Way

All brands except Canon, Epson & Brothers
• Staples - 246 Robert C. Daniel Pkwy

Ink cartridges and toner

Plastic/Paper Grocery Bags and Egg Carton Recycling:
• Publix Super Markets
• Bi-Lo Grocery Stores

Motor Oil:
any Jiffy Lube or Advance Auto Parts location

Transmission Fluid & Anti-Freeze:
any Jiffy Lube location

Batteries Plus (706) 733-1133
3626 Walton Way Ext. Augusta
All types of batteries

Sample & Son (706) 541-1215
5944 Columbia Road Grovetown
Concrete, brick, dirt, trees, grass, leaves,
straw, wood, sheet rock, and roofing materials

CMC Industries (706) 796-7600
1890 Old Savannah Road Augusta
All metals including appliances

Augusta Steel & Metal Co. (706) 798-3536
1468 Gordon Highway Augusta
All nonferrous metals, non-magnetic
metals, and automotive batteries

• Middle Schools - Columbia, Lakeside
• High Schools - Evans, Greenbrier
• Columbia County Government Center

(behind Bldg E) - Ronald Reagan Drive

For more information, please contact: Keep Columbia County Beautiful
P.O. Box 498, Evans, GA 30809, call 706-868-3484, or visit www.columbiacountyga.gov
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